
 

August 27 & 28, 2015  
    PAACO Course. Guelph, ON.  
 
Beef Handling Workshop Series 
     September 8, 9 & 10, 2015 
 
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show 
     September 15-17, 2015 - Woodstock  
 
Ontario Agriculture Week  
     October 5—11, 2015  
 
Harvest Gala October 29, 2015 
     Bingeman Park 

In May and June, IMPACT hosted a series of 18 one-day dairy handling workshops featuring 
handling expert Dr. Don Hoglund. The workshops covered basic understanding of cow behaviour, 
how they learn and how to practically use this information to move cattle calmly with low stress.   
 
The workshops reached over 260 farmers, farm workers,  
4-H members and industry professionals across Western, 
Central and Eastern Ontario. Attendees rated the workshop 
for overall satisfaction 4.6 out of 5. 
 
Attendees also identified that from lessons learned at the 
workshops that they were likely to change handling 
practices at home on their own farms. Take home messages 
included slowing down when moving animals, beginning to 
work with animals at a younger age and remaining calm at 
all times when working with cattle.   

The level of knowledge and understanding on- 
low stress handling was increased by attending 

the workshop.  

Dr. Don Hoglund teaching low-stress 
handling techniques.  

Attendees at IMPACT dairy handling 
workshop.  

In the afternoon attendees practiced 
the principles of low-stress handling in 

the barn with heifers and calves.  

Join Farm & Food Care’s IMPACT program for a beef handling workshop series featuring Albert cattle handler 
Dylan Biggs.  

Workshop date Location 

September 8 Elmwood 

September 9 Dundalk 

September 10 Erin 

To register visit www.farmIMPACT.ca  

The workshops will feature practical low-stress handling techniques that promote a safe, calm and effective 

environment when working on-farm with cattle.  This one day workshop will feature how to think like a cow 

and understand why cows do what they do, building blocks for training your herd to be manageable, where, 

when and how to pressure the flight zone and many more handling insights.  

Who should attend? Farmers, farm employees, and anyone who works with beef cattle.  

http://www.farmimpact.ca


Six Code of Practice modules are scheduled to be developed through the IMPACT program as 
tools to communicate the requirements and recommendations set out in the Codes. Here is a 
quick peak into the Code modules that are coming to a computer near you soon!  

Welcome to the Swine Code of Practice. Meet 
Rob, he will be your navigator around the Code 

module. Rob begins by explaining how the module 
will work and what you should expect to learn.  
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After Rob outlines out the objectives, you are ready 
to navigate the module freely. Here you see a layout 
of a pig barn. By hovering over the burgundy ‘i’ you 
can choose where you want to go and what subject 

you want to learn about. Here ‘Housing and Handling 
Facilities’ is highlighted. We are going to navigate 

through this section of the Code.  

You can also navigate 
by the menu bar 

located along the left 
hand side of the 

screen, as pictured 
here.   

By clicking on the title, a drop 
down menu will appear. You can 
navigate to any of these specific 

sections from here.   

This is the housing and handling facilities landing 
page. Here you can hover over any of the circular 

photos and a title for that section will pop up. 
Here you can see that ‘Housing Systems’ is 

highlighted. If you click on that circle it will take 
you into the section of the Code and will cover 

requirements and some of the recommendations 
in that particular section. We are going to 

navigate to ‘Housing Systems’ .  
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Here you will find the requirements from the Code 
on text on screen. Make sure to have the sound 

turned on on your computer. There is narration in 
each section, which explains a bit about the text on 
the screen. Here beside the requirements is a short 
video clip that you can watch. Once you are finished 
with this section, click the ‘Next’ in the bottom right 

hand of the screen to navigate to the next page.  

Following the requirements page, you will now have to complete an activity 
based on the information given in the requirements. In this particular case it 
involves moving pigs into a group housing system by the date specified in the 

Code. Instructions are given on how to complete the activity. Once you are 
ready, click the ‘Start Activity’ button in the middle of the page.  

Once you’ve clicked the start button you are now free 
to complete the activity as per the instructions on the 
page. There are other activities throughout the Code 

that may be similar of different. Not every section has 
an activity so keep you eyes open for them.  You must 

complete the activity to move on.  

Once you’ve completed the activity, you will now be 
asked a multiple choice question. The question is 
related to this section of the Code. Once you’ve 

chosen your response, simply click the ‘Submit’ button 
in the lower right hand side to see if you are correct or 

not. If you answer is incorrect, you will be provide 
with a response on what the correct answer is. 
Questions only appear in some sections of the 

module, so make sure you are reading and listening 
carefully .  

This concludes the ‘Housing Systems’ section under ‘Housing and Handling Facility Requirements’. Once you’ve answered the 
question you will be taken back to the ‘Housing and Handling Facility Requirements’ page with the circular photos. Navigate 

through each of these circles. Once you’ve completed a section, a green check mark will appear on each circle. Once you’ve got 
all green check marks under the ‘Housing and Handling Facility Requirements’, you’re ready to go through the other five main 

sections. The other sections are set up in a similar fashion, with photos, videos, activities and questions. 
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Other resources currently under develop include the following: 

 Poultry CLT and handling training delivery has begun. 

 Smart Pig Handling video and quiz book modified from Manitoba Pork’s handling videos. 

 Behaviour whiteboard videos for sheep, goats and veal calves.  

 A Canadian version of Pork Checkoff’s On-Farm Euthanasia of Swine. 

 Sheep and goat euthanasia pocket guide. 

 Ballistics infographic for euthanizing ruminant farm animals. 

 Rabbit euthanasia resources. 

 Canadian Livestock Transport workshops. 

 Ethics of euthanasia video. 

 Beef handling workshop series.  

 And much more.  
To inquire or discuss possible partnership opportunities email impact@farmfoodcare.org. 

IMPACT was part of the 42nd Ontario Pork Congress on June 17 and 18, 2015 in Stratford. Attendees were 
given an exclusive opportunity to see and navigate brand new IMPACT resources on the Pig Code of Practice, 
Smart Pig Handling and procedure videos on piglet processing.  
 
Over the two days Dr. Laura Beveridge gave multiple informational sessions introducing the Codes of Practice 
modules. With much attention around the Pig Code of Practice, this resource aims to familiarize farmers, 
stock people or anyone who works with pigs with all of the requirements and some of the recommendations 
in a unique and interactive method.  

 
 
 

Dr. Laura Beveridge and Kristen Kelderman pose for a 
photo with the Ontario Pork Congress mascot.  

Dr. Laura Beveridge gives a presentation to attendees 
on the Pig Code of Practice.  

 The Professional Animal Auditor Certification Organization, Inc. (PAACO) will hold a two-day Meat Plant Welfare 

Auditor Training Course on Aug. 27-28 in Guelph, hosted in part by Farm & Food Care Ontario’s IMPACT 

program. The training will include both a session and on-site demonstrations and hands-on experience at 

Conestoga Meats and Cargill Foods. The curriculum is based on the PAACO-accredited North American Meat 

Institute Foundation’s 2012 Recommended Animal Handling Guidelines and Audit guide, which is widely  

accepted by packers, restaurants and retailers. Instructors for the course include Dr. Temple Grandin, PhD, 

president of Grandin Livestock Handling Systems; Penny Lawlis, MS, humane standards officer, OMAFRA; Mike 

Siemens, PhD, leader of animal welfare and husbandry, Cargill; and Jennifer Woods, MS, J. Woods Livestock 

Services. The cost of the course is $850 USD and registration is now open. Class size is limited so participants 

are encouraged to register well in advance of the July 29th deadline. The registration form and more 

information about the course are available through www.farmIMPACT.ca and www.animalauditor.org. 

mailto:impact@farmfoodcare.org
http://www.farmimpact.ca
http://www.animalauditor.org

