This newsletter highlights Farm & Food Care’s animal care initiatives. Your comments and suggestions are welcome.

Striding Forward on Livestock Emergency Preparedness
Transport Truck Rollovers & Barn Fires
On November 10th, the Animal Care Team participated in an emergency truck rollover
training day with Jennifer Woods, a livestock handling expert out of Blackie, Alberta.
Jennifer has over 25 years experience in the livestock industry and has worked as a
consultant to the industry since 1998. Her areas of expertise include euthanasia, animal
handling and behaviour, livestock emergency response and transportation. The goal of
the day focused on training fire fighters, OPP, OSPCA members and members of the
livestock community on how to handle truck rollovers. The workshop also served as a
networking opportunity to amalgamate resources for livestock emergency workers.
(November 10, 2016, Mt Albert, ON)
Recently, Farm & Food Care has been working with trucking companies, commodity organizations and insurance companies on a
livestock emergency project focused on gathering resources and materials for truck rollovers in Northern and Southern Ontario.
Farm & Food Care has been working in collaboration with commodity groups, OMAFRA, and
an engineering company out of McMaster University, Harvest Robotics, on a heat-sensing
prototype for livestock barns as a method of fire prevention. The prototype serves as the
latest technology available for fire prevention and has recently been piloted at Arkell Swine
Research Station.

FLIR Lending Program
Farm & Food Care is operating a FLIR (heat sensing) lending program. By borrowing and
using the FLIR modules it is hoped that farmers will increase their awareness of fire safety,
potential risks and prevention. The FLIR cameras are two types:


(FLIR Modules)



For more information about
the FLIR Lending Program, visit:

http://bit.ly/2gBSAno

A FLIR Spot Thermal, gun style with a small screen and internal camera card for
image storage
A plug-in module for a smart phone or tablet (Apple IOS and Android modules
available)

Sustainability - Prove it
Animal Care Certification
Animal Care Training and Certification for farmers, is an increasingly important pillar of
sustainability. Complimenting Environmental Farm Plans (EFP) and CanadaGap food
safety, an animal care certification responds to market and societal pressures as
international sustainability standards are applied to Ontario farming systems.

 Grey Bruce Farmer’s Week
January 4-10, 2017, Elmwood, ON
*Farm & Food Care presents on
Wednesday, January 4th

 Animal Care Advisory Council Meeting
Farm & Food Care is developing an animal care certification program. The program
will build upon previously developed IMPACT resources, and be based on the nationally
developed Codes of Practice for the Care and Handling of Farm Animals.
Farm & Food Care has been consulting provincial and federal authorities, along with the
National Farm Animal Care Council (NFACC), commodity organizations, and other
invested parties including Alberta Farm Animal Care. It is hoped that over the next few
months, a certification program will be available for producers, giving them the
opportunity to show proof of animal welfare training on the Codes of Practice.
Note: Farm & Food Care will be present at NFACC’s Annual Meeting in Ottawa on
December 15th and 16th.

January 24, 2017, Guelph, ON



Livestock Emergency Response Video Series

http://bit.ly/2go4lur

Support for Producers
Animal Care Helpline
Farm & Food Care’s Animal
Care Helpline is a confidential
“farmer helping farmer”
approach to advice and
referral on animal care. The
Helpline accepts calls about
most types of farm animals —
including beef cattle, dairy
cattle, pigs, rabbits, goats, veal calves, chickens and turkeys. Helpline representatives
are farmers or experienced staff people who can assess the situation and offer
practical advice or necessary assistance to correct the situation if there is a problem.
So far in 2016, we have handled approximately 25 animal emergency cases (some of
which have resulted in multiple calls and on-going correspondence). We have relayed
information to Ontario Livestock Commodity Organizations, OPSCA, County Public
Health Departments, Hydro One, Energy + and Wellington Public Health (Workplace
Programs). In many cases, callers are given the contact information of appropriate
individuals to help rectify the matter and case files have been opened and investigated
where animal abuse, cruelty or neglect have been suspected.
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