
Beginning in early 2017, Farm & Food Care Ontario (FFC0) has been working in collaboration 

with commodity groups, OMAFRA, and Harvest Measurement, on a heat-sensing prototype for 

livestock barns to detect rises in heat even before an ignition or fire starts. Throughout the pro-

ject, performance testing and data collection enabled the creation of various prototypes with 

hardware and software updates being performed based on test results. With the development 

of a successful prototype, Harvest Measurement will be looking for additional funding or part-

ners to build and test 10 more systems, before considering commercial production. 

This newsletter highlights Farm & Food Care’s animal care initiatives. Your comments and suggestions are welcome.  

Farm & Food Care Ontario continues 

to promote the Animal Care Certificate 

Program, based on the nationally de-

veloped Codes of Practice for six spe-

cies. These online, interactive courses 

will provide animal care workers with a 

program aimed at meeting the requirements set out in the Codes of Practice. The training and certification will 

be available free of charge until the end of May 2018. The program was launched in early September and all 

six modules are available. Between September 1 and October 25, there have been  85 new users accessing 

the training materials on the website.  

For more information, contact:  

Morgan Ellis, Farm Animal Care Coordinator 

morgan.ellis@farmfoodcare.org or (519) 837-1326 ext. 221 

To register, please visit: http://bit.ly/IMPACTcertificateregistration 

To login, please proceed to: http://bit.ly/IMPACTcertificatelogin 

Animal Care Certificate  

Update on Barn Fire Prevention 

Prototype Version 4 
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 NFACC Meeting, December 5 

& 6 

 Collaborative Agriculture 

Meeting, December 14 

 Farm & Food Care Joint 

Advisory Council Meeting, 

January 8, 2018 

 Farm & Food Care AGM, April 

11, 2018 

 Farm & Food Care's Bin Fire 
Safety Video  

http://bit.ly/2hRUy1j  
 

 Farm & Food Care's Bin Res-
cue and Recovery Video  

http://bit.ly/2l36G45  

On July 20th, Farm & Food Care staff par-

ticipated in a staff development day to 

learn more about the mink and swine 

sectors. The first stop of the day was to 

Kirk Rankin’s mink farm where staff 

learned about topics such as mink hous-

ing and enrichments, euthanasia and 

feed. Staff were impressed to learn that 

much of the human food waste is actually used effectively in the mink in-

dustry. The next stop of the day was to Perth Pork Products. Fred DeMar-

tines enlightened staff about the various breeds he has on his farm and 

how essential it is to give tours to the rest of the industry as well as the gen-

eral public. Perth Pork Products welcomes hundreds of eager visitors every 

year and gives them the opportunity to learn about food and farming. FFCO 

staff would like to thank both Kirk Rankin and Fred DeMartines for the in-

formative day! 
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Farm Animal Staff Development Day 

In late September, FFCO hosted two Emergency 

Livestock Training Workshops with livestock spe-

cialist Jennifer Woods in collaboration with fire 

departments in Listowel and Glencoe. These 

were both sold out and received positive reviews 

from attendees. The courses were targeted for 

emergency responders but open to anyone inter-

ested in learning more about animal behavior 

and how to manage animals during livestock 

disasters such as truck rollovers and barn fires. 

Additionally, FFCO received approval in the 

spring of 2017 to complete a livestock truck 

rollover project. This has been  a collaborative 

project between FFCO and Beef Farmers of On-

tario, and other interested parties. Together, a 

team of advisors was created to attend truck accidents involving live-

stock. This team took part in specialized training over a three day peri-

od. The resource booklet will be available shortly. 

Truck Rollover Update & LERC Training Days 


