You were asking about Canadian

Bee Health

Bees are important pollinators of plants and they are vital to all
segments of agriculture and food. In recent years, bee deaths have
been reported in areas of Europe, Canada and the United States.
This is a complex issue and experts from around the world are
examining many factors impacting bee colony health. Unfortunately,
there are no easy answers.
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Are farmers concerned?
Farmers of all types are concerned about bee health. Farmers live, work and play on the
land - their livelihoods depend on a healthy environment and healthy pollinators. Ontario
farmers continue to invest in environmental improvements and research, including
research with bees, both on farms and in universities. Farmers will continue to make
changes to their practices based on sound science-based research and practical
knowledge.

What about bee deaths?
On average, beekeepers lose 15 percent of their bees each winter, depending on a number of factors including the severity of winter
temperatures and length of the winter. There are many questions and much speculation about how many and why bees are dying or not dying.

According to a statement by the Canadian Association of Professional Apiarists,
“The mortality level for honey bee colonies over the winter of 2012/2013 was high (28.6%). This follows a year of decreased colony mortality.
It should be stressed that it is important to look at the long-term, multi-year trend of winter mortality in Canada. Although it is also important
to consider variation, by region and between beekeeping operations it is clear that the level of colony mortality has been at a high level for
several years. Responses from provincial surveys indicated that weather, poor queens, weak colonies in fall, nosema and ineffective varroa
control were reasons that beekeepers are suspecting for the high wintering losses.”

http://capabees.org/content/uploads/2013/06/2013-CAPA-Statement-on-Colony-Losses-final.pdf

Why are some bees dying?

Honey Bee Colony Mortality in Canada

Researchers around the world are currently working to determine the
cause of the increase in bee deaths in certain regions and why
populations are increasing in others. While the EU has announced a
moratorium on one specific type of pesticide called neonicotinoids
or “neonics” because of a believed connection, the British
government has recently announced that it rejects the science behind
the moratorium. In Canada, Health Canada is investigating bee deaths
to determine what role, if any, pesticides may have played in the
incidents.

Source: Canadian Association of Professional Apiarists

What’s happening in Ontario?
In July, 2013 the Ontario government formed a “Bee Health Working Group” to address the issue on behalf of stakeholders in Ontario. The
committee needs time to address the body of scientific evidence that is available and the extensive work that is being conducted around the
world. Ontario’s farmers support the efforts of the working group to identify the factors contributing to healthy bee colonies in Ontario and
develop recommendations to minimize the risks of agriculture practices to all beneficial insects.
Information current as of September 24, 2013.
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