Making an IMPACT
Earlier this year, Farm & Food Care launched the new IMPACT program that will develop
and provide training, communications and related resources with a goal to help advance
responsible farm animal care across Ontario.
This two year program (2014-2016) will provide Ontario farmers and others who work
with farm animals with practical training and resources for implementing new practices
on their farms.
Helping those who work with farm animals keep up to date with the latest research,
standards and practices related to farm animal care will provide a valuable base for
implementing changes that can benefit both animals and people.
The multi-species resources developed through this program will be based on existing
industry standards such as the Codes of Practice for the Care and Handling of Farm
Animals, Quality Assurance Programs, training and education programs, as well as
current academic research and best practices used in other jurisdictions.
For more information on the IMPACT program visit www.farmfoodcare.org and look
under animal care.

What has IMPACT been up to?

The IMPACT team has been conducting a scan of international resources and
consultation process to determine the current gaps and potential areas for developing
practical training and resources.
The consultation process involved a two-step approach where both groups were given
the same questionnaire. The first group involved a group of national academics and
researchers who submitted their written answers via email or phone.
The second group involved consulting farmers, industry representatives and the Farm &
Food Care Animal Care Advisory Council. The commodity groups involved included
swine, beef, poultry, dairy and veal, sheep, goats and rabbits.
Some of the results from both of these groups are on the following page.
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IMPACT Consultation Results
The question asked was, “In your opinion, what are the top three farm animal welfare issues or concerns we are facing today?”

Overall Responses from Academic and Industry Consultations
Top Issues
Farm Animal
Species

1

2

3

Swine

Euthanasia

Procedures

Housing*

Poultry

Euthanasia

Handling

Housing*

Dairy & Veal

Euthanasia

Procedures

Housing*

Beef

Procedures

Handling

Transport

Sheep

Staff training

Handling

Euthanasia

Goats

Staff training

Procedures

Euthanasia

Euthanasia

Staff training

Housing*

Rabbits

*While housing was identified as a challenge by some species, it does not fit the practical training
or resource development nature of the project. In most species this will be replaced with animal handling.

The table above shows the ranked responses from both academic and industry reps. The overarching issues that were identified
regardless of farm animal species were:
 Euthanasia
 Procedures—Castration, dehorning, etc.
 Animal handling
 Staff training
These identified areas will form the basis of the resources and training program that IMPACT will deliver. Resource development
for each species will vary across a number of different mediums.
Euthanasia was identified as a gap across all species. The IMPACT program will deliver
resources and training on how to euthanize, what options are available and a document to guide
when to euthanize. These areas will be delivered through how to videos, smartphone apps,
facilitated hands-on workshops, visual printed work books, and more.
Other areas of the IMPACT program will include a focus around:
 E-learning modules on updated Codes of Practice;
 Discussing the ethics of euthanasia;
 Creating a positive and respectful on-farm culture;
 Pain mitigation recommendations.

Current Issues
The following are issues to be aware of:

Unilever to end culling of day old chicks
http://www.thepoultrysite.com/poultrynews/33116/unilever-to-end-culling-of-day-oldchicks-in-egg-supply-chain

Heinz makes new, important animal welfare commitment
http://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2014/09/heinz-cage-free-hens.html

Nestle to overhaul farm animal treatment across the globe
http://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2014/08/nestle-reform.html
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