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estern Basin of Lake Erie Collaborative Agreement

WESTERN BASIN OF LAKE ERIE COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT

The Governors for the Western Liake Erie Basin States of Michig:
Province of Outario {collectively, “the Parties")

d Okio and the Premier of the

ACENOWLEDGE the vial impartance of the Westurn Basin of Laks Exis to the social and econcanic wall-
baizg of the States and Pre 4 the cl o betwean the water quality of the Westara Basin of
Lake Eria 2nd bealth of the antire lake;

ACENOWLEDGE that the water quality and sz Jitions of Laks Exie are being & by
‘mutriants and othar Sactors to the point that i pesss 2 bamiar to achieving the economic vakss 2ad
smvireamental well-being of the entire laks;

ACENOWLEDGE the need to addrass point and nompoint darived mutriants, aspecially phesphorus, and
athar binlogical and scalogical fictors in the Westera Lake Erie Basin that may result & inspairmants to the
watar quality and scology of Lake Exie in its entireey,

ACENOWLEDGE the Partiss’ right and obligatica to continss to support efforts undss matioml or
‘bimational initiatives and agreaments and to indrvidually develop and implemseat the neces sary progmams,
actioms and polices bo camry out their commitment to protect, restore and anhance the wabsr guality of the
Wasturn Lake Eria Basin and recognize the quantifisble saxiy actions that Bave akrmady bean tken by the
‘Partiss to redce nutrient loadings;

ACKNOWLEDGE that the goals and Smelines are et based om the best understanding of current Lake Exie
conditions and processs 2 will seed continual wpdating and asssiment over tizse through a= adiptive
management process;

REAFFIRM that restoration and mhanmnnk of the Western Bain of Lake Erie cansot be achisved solaly

by the Parties in isclaticn, but : dependant spon the callsberation betwsan the Partiss to address
e water quality of the Westarn Basin of Laks Erie;

CONCLUDE that the best means to improve and protect Lake Erie's watar quality is through 2 colliberative
izifiative betuwsan the Partios that hs 3 defined goal, astsblithes mpocific inwplamantation plans with time-

tables 2nd is mesured 2gainst expectsd resalts;

THE PARTIES AFFIRM TO

A Geal:

Theough am adaps ‘rocsss, wodk o achiove 40 percant total lead reduction
ix the amoent of total and dissalved seactive phosphora: sntering Laks Eris's Westera Basin by the year
2023 with an aspirational intarim gual of 3 20 parcent redwmetin by 2020;

A Baze Year:
Touse phcqzhmu]naﬂ.mn data from 2008 to the Western Lake Exis Basin as tha basis from which prograss
will be msasred:
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This Agreement wil provide a consisten framework across the WLEB for Implementing
programs [ ana resuts.
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Coordination & Guiding Principles

]

- Lake Erie hl « . Department
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* Implementation of reduction practices

« Verification of implementation and effectiveness

« Documentation of water quality changes

« Adaptability as new information is obtained or changes occur
« Accountability toward achieving the goals




Action Items
12 months 12 months 12-36 months
(Continuing) (New)

Improving Development of Furthering the use of nutrient BMPs in
sampling & tracking programs  agriculture and at point source
monitoring discharges

processes

|dentifying priority  Pilot nutrient ldentifying and fixing failing home septic
watersheds trading scheme systems

Progress Pilot stewardship Improving the coordination of programs
evaluation credit program and funds being spent in the Basin

|dentification & Expanding Prioritizing & assessing watersheds
promotion of monitoring

agricultural nutrient requirements for
BMPs point-source
facilities

« Soil testing  Roofed feed lots « Fertilizer placement
« Cover crops * Filter strips * Manure storage
« Drainage water management « Riperian buffers * Field windbreaks




Increasing Uptake of Ag BMPs

Cost incentives in targeted watersheds

Education and enforcement of fertilizer and manure application
restrictions

Develop a Farm Stewardship Certification

Consider development of new drainage-related programs




Priority Subwatersheds

Maumee River Priority Watersheds (HUC 12)
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Priority Subwatersheds

Number of
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in agreement aboul ? ¥ Ry 4
vulnerable arcas ;, \:’ g 7 ,” 5 SWAT mOdels
0 ol L 1 SPARROW model
- AT N, + Ohio EPA Monitoring
Compare Models
+ Analysis
Implementation Groups
Category HUC12s
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High livestock density 2

Various landscape stressors 3
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Assumptions Going Forward

The first 12 months will be setting up the foundation from which the
next 12-36 months will increase targeted implementation and
verification.

All sources of nutrients will be addressed and will be held
accountable for verifiable reductions.

A combination of voluntary and regulatory approaches will be
considered to achieve reduction goals.

Doing more of the same, in the same way, probably will not get us to
where we need to be.




Ohio’s Western Lake Erie Basin Collaborative Implementation
Plan:

http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/33/documents/WLEBCollaborative.pdf
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