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• Implementation of reduction practices 

• Verification of implementation and effectiveness 

• Documentation of water quality changes 

• Adaptability as new information is obtained or changes occur 

• Accountability toward achieving the goals 

 
3 

Coordination & Guiding Principles 
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Action Items 

12 months 

(Continuing) 

12 months 

(New) 

12-36 months 

Improving 

sampling & 

monitoring 

processes 

Development of 

tracking programs 

Furthering the use of nutrient BMPs in 

agriculture and at point source 

discharges 

Identifying priority 

watersheds 

Pilot nutrient 

trading scheme 

Identifying and fixing failing home septic 

systems 

Progress 

evaluation 

Pilot stewardship 

credit program 

Improving the coordination of programs 

and funds being spent in the Basin 

Identification & 

promotion of 

agricultural nutrient 

BMPs 

Expanding 

monitoring 

requirements for 

point-source 

facilities 

Prioritizing & assessing watersheds 

 

• Soil testing 

• Cover crops 

• Drainage water management 

• Roofed feed lots 

• Filter strips 

• Riperian buffers 

• Fertilizer placement 

• Manure storage 

• Field windbreaks 



• Cost incentives in targeted watersheds  

 

• Education and enforcement of fertilizer and manure application 

restrictions 

 

• Develop a Farm Stewardship Certification 

 

• Consider development of new drainage-related programs 
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Increasing Uptake of Ag BMPs 



Priority Subwatersheds 



7 

Priority Subwatersheds 

Compare Models  

+ Analysis 

Category HUC12s 

Soils with low infiltration 14 

High slopes (erosion) 5 

High livestock density 2 

Various landscape stressors 3 

Priority Subwatersheds 

5 SWAT models 

1 SPARROW model 

+ Ohio EPA Monitoring  

Implementation Groups 



Assumptions Going Forward 

• The first 12 months will be setting up the foundation from which the 

next 12-36 months will increase targeted implementation and 

verification.  

 

• All sources of nutrients will be addressed and will be held 

accountable for verifiable reductions. 

 

• A combination of voluntary and regulatory approaches will be 

considered to achieve reduction goals. 

 

• Doing more of the same, in the same way, probably will not get us to 

where we need to be.  



State of Ohio’s Western Lake Erie Basin 

Collaborative Implementation Plan  Ohio’s Western Lake Erie Basin Collaborative Implementation 

Plan: 

 

http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/33/documents/WLEBCollaborative.pdf 
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Link 

http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/33/documents/WLEBCollaborative.pdf
http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/33/documents/WLEBCollaborative.pdf

