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Farm & Food Care Ontar io  (FFCO)  i s  work ing on a  year long project
with  the Ontar io  Ministry  of  Agr icu l ture and Rura l  Af fa i rs  (OMAFRA),
focused on soi l  health  and manure spreading best  pract ices .  The
project  wi l l  inc lude the development  of  s ixteen v ideos  focused on soi l
health  and t i l lage pract ices ,  as  wel l  as  case studies  examining a
farmer’s  unique path to  pursue healthy  so i l s  on their  farms.  The
project  a lso  enta i l s  an awareness  campaign promoting manure as  a
va luable  nutr ient  source,  whi le  a lso  ra is ing  awareness  of  the r isk  of
nutr ient  loss  when manure is  spread on frozen and snow covered soi l s .
Farmers ,  equipment  suppl iers  and custom manure appl icators  have
been surveyed about  their  att i tudes  towards  manure appl icat ion,
storage and appl icat ion t iming.  The informat ion col lected wi l l  form
the bas is  of  a  new messaging strategy on the va lue of  manure and the
r isks  of  appl icat ion on frozen and saturated soi l s .  

SOIL HEALTH/MANURE AWARENESS PROJECT

FFCO is  wrapping up a  year long project  on farm f i re  awareness  and

l ivestock truck ro l l  over  tra in ing.  Within  th is  project ,  FFCO

commiss ioned seventeen farm f i re  awareness  art ic les  in  industry

publ icat ions  and farm media,  del ivered presentat ions  at  e ight  industry

meet ings  and attended s ix  t rade shows,  inc luding the Ottawa Val ley

Farm Show and Canada’s  Outdoor  Farm Show.   F ive  tra in ing sess ions

were attended by over  a  hundred f i re  personnel ,  OPP off icers ,

commodity  groups and Humane Society  staf f .  Addit ional ly ,  an Ontar io-

speci f ic  course and tra in ing manual  was developed for  use in  future

tra in ing sess ions.  The project  was successful  in  ra is ing awareness  of

farm f i re  prevent ion strategies .  F i ref ighter  departments  interested in

receiv ing the tra in ing can book a  course through the fo l lowing l ink:

https://www.farmfoodcareon.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2019-

Speaker-Request- formFi l lable-new-Oct-16.pdf  

LIVESTOCK EMERGENCY PROJECT

https://www.farmfoodcareon.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2019-Speaker-Request-formFillable-new-Oct-16.pdf


E x p o s u r e  s c i e n c e  s t u d i e s  h u m a n  e x p o s u r e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n t a m i n a n t s

b y  b o t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  q u a n t i f y i n g  e x p o s u r e s .  E x p o s u r e  s c i e n c e  c a n  b e

u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e p i d e m i o l o g y  b y  b e t t e r  d e s c r i b i n g

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x p o s u r e s  t h a t  m a y  l e a d  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e ,

i d e n t i f y  c o m m o n  e x p o s u r e s  w h o s e  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  m a y  b e  b e t t e r

u n d e r s t o o d  t h r o u g h  a  t o x i c o l o g y  s t u d y ,  o r  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  a  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t

t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  c u r r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  e x p o s u r e  m i g h t  e x c e e d

r e c o m m e n d e d  l e v e l s .  E x p o s u r e  s c i e n c e  h a s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o

v e r y  a c c u r a t e l y  q u a n t i f y  e x p o s u r e s  t o  s p e c i f i c  c h e m i c a l s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t

g e n e r a t e  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  l i k e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l

e p i d e m i o l o g y  o r  t o x i c o l o g y

INTRODUCING AMY
REYMER

FFCO would l ike  to

introduce Amy Reymer as

a new member on the

Farm & Food Care

Ontar io  team.  She is  in  a

contract  pos i t ion,

working on the Soi l

Health/Manure

Awareness  Project .  Amy

was ra ised on a  gra in

farm near  Aylmer,  ON

and graduated from the

Univers i ty  of  Guelph with

a degree in  Agr icultura l

Sc ience.   

HELPLINE

CONTACT FARM & FOOD CARE ONTARIO
Farm & Food Care Ontar io  has  moved!  
New Address:  
660 Speedvale  Avenue W,  Unit  302
Guelph,  ON
N1K 1E5
 
519-837-1326

www.FarmFoodCareON.org
 
info@farmfoodcare.org

Ontar io  announced new legis lat ion on December 2,  targeted at  reducing the l ike l ihood of  trespass ing

on farms and process ing fac i l i t ies .  The proposed leg is lat ion is  intended to keep Ontar io 's  farmers,  their

fami l ies ,  agr i - food workers  and farm animals  safe,  and a lso enhances

protect ion from obstruct ions  in  the transportat ion of  l ivestock.  The proposed leg is lat ion would create

‘animal  protect ion zones’  on farms,  process ing fac i l i t ies  and other  prescr ibed premises.  

Farmers,  t ransporters  and commodity  groups have expressed long term concerns  about  people

trespass ing,  being in  c lose proximity  to  moving trucks,  or  worse,  attempting to  stop moving trucks  on

publ ic  roadways.  

SECURITY FROM TRESPASS AND PROTECTING FOOD SAFETY ACT, 2019 

On October  29,  the Ministry  of  the Sol ic i tor  General

announced a  new proposal  to  the Provinc ia l  Animal  Welfare Serv ices

(PAWS) Act .  This  proposal  seeks  to  extend the enforcement of  animal

welfare leg is lat ion in  Ontar io,  through hir ing more provinc ia l  inspectors

(up to  100) ,  ensur ing better  coverage across  the province ( inc luding

l ivestock,  equine,  zoo and aquar ium specia l ists)  and establ ish ing st i f fer

penalt ies  for  animal  abuse and neglect .  The PAWS Act  wi l l  now fa l l  f i rmly

into the hands of  the Sol ic i tor  General ’s  of f ice,  after  the OSPCA stopped

providing enforcement serv ices  in  June.  The leg is lat ion is  expected to  be in

place by January,  2020.

Farm & Food Care Ontar io  sat  a longs ide commodity  groups,  the Ontar io

Federat ion of  Agr iculture and Chr ist ian Farmers  Federat ion of  Ontar io

throughout  th is  process  to  share comments  and provide input  for  the new

legis lat ion.

PROVINCIAL ANIMAL WELFARE SERVICES (PAWS) ACT, 2019

The Farm Animal  Care Helpl ine reported 11 ca l ls  th is  year ,  which is

s l ight ly  less  than other  years .  The Helpl ine is  a  conf ident ia l  " farmer

helping farmer"  approach of  advice and referra l  on animal  care and is

des igned to provide ass istance before s i tuat ions  reach a  cr is is  point .

There has  been an increased publ ic  awareness  surrounding animal  care

cal ls ,  with  the province act ively  publ ic iz ing their  new number,  1-833-9-

ANIMAL (264625) .  Farmers  are  a lso increas ingly  ca l l ing  their  commodity

groups d irect ly  i f  they have concerns  about  a  farmer in  their

neighborhood.  The Helpl ine remains  an important  serv ice  of  last -resort  in

s i tuat ions  l ike  hydro cutoffs ,  and for  sens it ive  cases  involv ing fami ly

members.  


