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For Immediate Release
Ontario’s agri-food community unites for Farm & Food Care Ontario’s 18th Annual Harvest Gala

November 27, 2025 — Guelph, ON — Farm & Food Care Ontario (FFCO) hosted its 18th annual Harvest Gala
on Thursday at the Delta Hotel in Guelph. A crowd of 225 farmers, commodity and agribusiness leaders and
long-time supporters gathered to celebrate the strength, resilience, and innovation of Ontario’s agriculture
and food sector.

The Gala serves as both a celebration and an important fundraiser, generating support for FFCO’s outreach,
education, and public trust initiatives. The evening featured highlights from FFCO’s 2025 programming and
the presentation of the 2025 Paul Mistele Memorial Award by Feed Ontario to the Ontario Dairy Council.

Named for the late farm leader, the Paul Mistele Memorial Award recognizes agricultural partners who
have shown a significant and enduring commitment to ending hunger in Ontario. The award was accepted
by Valerie Smith of the Ontario Dairy Council (ODC). The organization was selected for its leadership in
expanding the Ontario Milk Program within Feed Ontario’s network, ensuring greater access to nutritious
dairy products for families across the province.

“On a monthly basis, with support from the Ontario Dairy Council, Dairy Farmers of Ontario and The
Ontario Milk Transportation Association, Feed Ontario member food banks across the province will
now receive 110,000L of donated milk. This increase contributes to an astounding 17 million litres of
donated milk, since the program began over 30 years ago.” said Feed Ontario’s CEO, Carolyn Stewart.
“As food banks work to address record-high demand, this support is making an incredible difference in
our ability to ensure people and families across Ontario have access to nutritious dairy. Thank you to
the Ontario Dairy Council for their partnership and generous support.”

Since 1996, Ontario Dairy Council has been a proud partner in the Ontario Food Bank Milk Program, with
both Dairy Farmers of Ontario and the Ontario Milk Transport Association to donate over 100,000 litres of
milk each month to over 100 Ontario food banks,” said Christina Lewis, President of Ontario Dairy Council.
“ODC is absolutely delighted to receive this award on behalf of the dairy product manufacturer participants
- Lactalis Canada, Saputo Dairy Products, Agropur Co-operative, Kawartha Dairy, Reid’s Dairy, Gay Lea
Foods, Organic Meadow and Farquhar Dairies. Collectively, we are committed to help ensure that nutritious
milk products are available to those in need in our communities.”

“The Harvest Gala is an extraordinary celebration of the people, partners, and organizations who make
Ontario’s agri-food community so strong. The generosity and commitment shown by this industry allow
Farm & Food Care Ontario to continue growing public trust in food and farming through authentic stories,
resources, outreach activities, and open dialogue and connection to non-farming Ontarians,” said Janelle



Cardiff, Chair FFCO. “We are grateful for the support that fuels this work and inspired by what we can
accomplish together in the year ahead.”

All funds raised at the event will be put into future public trust initiatives. Anyone wishing to make a
charitable gift to support FFCO’s work can visit www.FarmFoodCareON.org.
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Farm & Food Care Ontario is a coalition of farmers, agriculture and food partners proactively working
together to grow public trust and confidence in food and farming. Farm & Food Care provides a
coordinated approach and credible information on food and farming in Ontario. For more information visit
www.FarmFoodCareON.org
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