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2026 National Farm & Food Care Photo Contest Winners Announced
Entries across six categories highlight the people, places and practices behind Canadian food

April 17, 2026 — Winners of Farm & Food Care’s The Real Dirt on Farming Photo Contest have
officially been announced, showcasing the very best of Canadian agriculture through
photography.

Launched in the fall of 2025, the contest featured $4,000 in cash prizes and attracted
submissions from photographers, farmers, and agriculture enthusiasts from across the country.
Participants were invited to capture compelling images that reflect the diversity, innovation,
and everyday realities of farming in Canada.

This year’s contest received hundreds of entries across six categories, including Canadian Farm
Scenes, Crazy About Crops, All About Animals, Canadian Food, Day in the Life, and Equipment &
Technology, each highlighting a unique aspect of Canadian agriculture.

A total of 18 prizes were awarded, recognizing the top three photos in each category. Prize
winners received $400 for first place, $200 for second place, and $100 for third place.

In addition, select images will receive $50 usage awards if chosen for inclusion in The Real Dirt
on Farming or other Farm & Food Care materials.

Winning photos, and additional standout submissions, may be featured in the upcoming
seventh edition of The Real Dirt on Farming, a national publication that answers common
guestions about food and farming practices in Canada. The publication is produced
collaboratively by Farm & Food Care organizations across the country and plays an important
role in connecting Canadians with how their food is grown and raised.

Entries were evaluated by a panel of judges with experience in agricultural photography, media,
and storytelling, who selected images based on creativity, composition, and how effectively
they represent Canadian agriculture.

Farm & Food Care extends its sincere thanks to all participants for sharing their talent and
perspective, and congratulates this year’s winners for their outstanding work.

View all winning entries:
www.farmfoodcareon.org/photo-contest/

Winning Submissions


http://www.farmfoodcareon.org/photo-contest/

All about Animals

First Place: Lea Suter

Second Place: Cassi Brunsveld
Third Place: Esther Kelly

Canadian Farm Scenes

First Place: Samantha Kennedy
Second Place: Sharon Grose
Third Place: Alex Chesney

Crazy about Crops

First Place: Samantha Kennedy
Second Place: Telfer Wegg
Third Place: Lauren Hoonaard

Day in the Life

First Place: Esther Kelly
Second Place: Cassi Brunsveld
Third Place: Melinda Baarda

Canadian Food

First Place: Donna Rogers

Second Place: Samantha Kennedy
Third Place: Dianna Hetmanczuk

Equipment & Technology
First Place: Samantha Kennedy
Second Place: Cassi Brunsveld
Third Place: Matt Underwood
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Farm & Food Care Ontario is registered Canadian charity and whole-sector coalition made up
of representatives from all farming types and associated businesses, and positions itself as the
helpful expert on Canadian agriculture. With offices in Ontario, Saskatchewan and Prince
Edward Island the common goal of the Farm & Food Care organizations is to build public trust in

food and farming across Canada.

For further information or to obtain high resolution copies of any of the photos for publication:
Lauren Miller, Digital Media Communications Coordinator, Farm & Food Care Ontario 519-837-
1326, extension 235; lauren@farmfoodcare.org
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